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Frey: Joshua Frey's Diary

Joshua Frey's Diary
The following material was translated from a report published in 1847
regarding the emigration and founding of New Glarus two years earlier.
Joshua Frey was Pennsylvania-born and of Swiss ancestry. Frey, known to
Wilhelm H. Blumer of Allentown, was chosen to accompany Niklaus
Durst and Fridolin Streiff on their trip to select and purchase land for the
Glarus Emigration Society. Information contained in this diary has been
used by New Glarus historians over the years, however it seldom if ever
has been properly referenced as a primary source. Any copy of this
document, whether in German or perhaps even an English translation, has
not been seen in recent years.
The diary spans the period of May 9 (the departure from
Pennsylvania) to Aug. 6, 1845 (Frey's return). In the early weeks, the
journey by way of the Great Lakes is well documented. One can imagine
that Frey had plenty of idle time on board a boat or train to record the trip.
He continues to faithfully pen his entries throughout the Illinois, Missouri
and Iowa portions of the trip - nearly daily through June 13. Then as the
group enters the Wisconsin Territory, his notations only include key
events on key dates with little information in between, raising the
possibility that they were written after the fact.
Of Frey's later life, nothing is known by the editors of this issue. We
would welcome any information.
Purchase of the Society Land 88
Trip of the Emigrants to New Glarus
Territory of Wisconsin in North America
In order to be able to follow the journey of the Experts, the travel
report submitted in writing by Mr. Frey may be of use, which fully
corresponds to the oral reports of Mr. Diirst and reads as follows:

Translation by Leo Schelbert of the text published in Der glarnerische AuswanderungsVerein und die Colonie Neu-Glarus. Hauptbericht des Auswanderungs-Comite. Den 6.
Hornung 1847. (Glarus. Gedruckt und zu haben in der J. Vogel' schen Buchdruckerei, 1847),
19-29. Place names were changed to present-day usage.
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Notes
of the Experts of the Glarus Emigration Society,
during their Journey of Investigation and Purchase in North America.
Set down by the Agent of Mr. Wilhelm Heinrich Blumer
in Allentown, Pennsylvania,
by Joshua Frey
May 9, 1845 - This afternoon at 4:50 I left my homeland in Upper
Saucona Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, and reached Allentown
at 6:30; left that place the same evening and came to Easton at 10:30.
May 10 - This morning I found my friends, Messrs. Durst and Streiff,
who came to this place yesterday by coach. We left Easton this morning at
5:30 by postal coach and came to Somerville, in New Jersey, at 12:30 in
the afternoon. At 1:30 we went from here by railroad carriage and reached
New York at 5:30; at 7 in the evening we went to the steamboat Empire
and traveled to Albany.
May 11 - Reached Albany this morning at 5 o'clock.
May 12 - This afternoon at 1 o'clock we left this town in the railroad
carriage and traveled to Buffalo. The first place of importance on this way
is Schenectady; here are only a few magnificent houses and little
commerce, because of the short distance from Albany. The Erie Canal
passes through here and two railroads meet here, namely: The Troy and
Schenectady Railroad and the Hudson-Mohawk Railroad. The distance
from Albany is 15 miles. The Schenectady and Utica Railroad starts here.
Sixteen miles to the west of Schenectady is situated the village of
Amsterdam; 43 miles further is situated the village of Little Falls. There
the Mohawk Valley becomes so narrow that there is only a little more
space than needed for the canal, the railroad, the river, and the postal
coach to pass. The village is wholly built on rocks and is surrounded by
rocks. Here there are some beautiful buildings. - Sixteen miles to the west
from here is situated the town Utica, one of the most beautiful rural towns
of the United States; the houses are large, mostly built of brick and in the
most recent style, and the roads are broad. Here the carriages stopped
during the night.
May 13 - This morning at 3:30 we departed and passed through
Syracuse, which is famous because of the extended salt works that are
operated there. The salt is produced from salt water brought here by means
of pipes from the town of Salina, situated 7 miles distant. - 26 miles west
from Syracuse is the town of Auburn, famous because of the State Prison
erected there. It has been built of massive stones and has been arranged in
such a way as to give all criminals employment by means of machines that
are propelled by water power. Some miles west of Auburn the Canal
crosses Lake Cayuga on a bridge. The next place is Seneca Falls; then
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol41/iss2/5

2

Frey: Joshua Frey's Diary

2005]

Joshua Frey's Diary

63

comes Waterloo; then Lake Seneca, at the upper end of which is situated
the town of Geneva; then follow Vienna and Canandaigua. - 77 miles
west of Utica is situated the town of Rochester near which the Genesee
River forms a waterfall of 40 feet. - We continued our journey through
Williamsville, Batavia and Attica to Buffalo, being situated at the eastern
end of Lake Erie where it narrows into the Niagara River. May 14 - At 9 o'clock in the evening we entered the boat Bunker Hill
to go to Detroit.
May 15 - We landed for a short time at Fairport and Cleveland, from
where the steamboat went directly to Detroit, at which we arrived at 12
midnight.
May 17 - At 8 o'clock this morning we continued our journey by
railroad to Marshall, passing through Dearborn, Wayne, Ypsilanti, Ann
Arbor, Dexter, Jackson, Atbro and Marengo. At Marshall we took the
postal coach and journeyed to Kalamazoo, Paw Paw and several other
small towns to St. Joseph, on Lake Michigan. The distance from Detroit to
Marshall is 110 miles, from Marshall to St. Joseph 100 miles, which latter
place we reached on May 18 at 4 in the afternoon. Here we took the
steamboat Champion, crossed Lake Michigan and came to Chicago during
the night.
May 19 - This morning we landed in Chicago and took lodging in the
Tremont House. We went to the Land Office and examined the maps. We
found that almost all wooded land in this land district had already been
entered or sold, but that a large part of prairie land was still open for being
entered.
May 20 - This morning we took the postal coach to Dixon on the
Rock River; on this route we came through extended prairies: at many
places nothing could be seen than an uninterrupted expanse as far as the
eye could reach. After we had left Chicago, the land was for the first 15
miles very level and wet; after one has gone that distance, the land
becomes very broken and the soil is very fertile. The postal road leads
through the Fox River, at the town of Aurora; the environs of this town are
densely inhabited. The Fox River is a beautiful water stream. We passed
two other muddy water streams - Big Rock Creek and Little Rock Creek.
May 21 - We reached Dixon this morning at 5 o'clock, after we had
journeyed the whole night. Here we went to the Land Office and found
that an immense quantity of prairie land was still available to be entered
and sold; but the woodland was mostly taken up. This afternoon we went
on foot northward along the Rock River. This is, as stated, a very beautiful
river; the banks are generally high, either on one or the other side of the
river, consisting of limestone rocks from which amply flow the most
beautiful water springs. We went today to Oregon City, the county seat of
Ogle County.
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May 2289 - This morning we had a heavy rainstorm by which the
country roads became very unpassable; and because Messrs. Durst and
Streiff believed that our emigrants would undoubtedly be in St. Louis until
we would reach that town, we decided to return to Dixon where we arrived
this evening.
May 23 - This morning I went by postal coach to Como in order to
have a talk with Messrs. Smith and Webber, 90 who on the recommendation
of Mr. Blumer wanted to provide temporary shelter for our emigrants. The
land at the Rock River, both up and down from Dixon, is very beautiful
and fertile.
May 24 -Today I returned to Dixon, where Durst and Streiff remained
until my return. On the evening of this day we traveled by postal coach to
Princeton; on this road we passed mainly through prairie land, most of
which has not been sold. Here are some groves, surrounded by farms.
Princeton is a small village, surrounded by very rich soil. We arrived here
during the night.
May 25 - Since today was Sunday, we did only little.
May 26 -Today we examined a stretch of woodland, called Devils
Grove, situated 13 miles west of Princeton; we found that this land had
already been entered; 240 acres could have been purchased for $1,000.
May 27 - Today we traveled from Princeton to Peru, at the Illinois
River, for the most part through prairie land.
May 28 - Today we had to stay in Peru since no boat arrived today on
which we could get a ride to St. Louis, which was our intention.
May 29 - No boat arrived again today because of the low water level.
We got a horse team to take us to Hennepin. When we arrived there, the
boat had left already two hours before and we were thus forced to stay
over for a day.
May 30 - Today we traveled on the steamboat Panama towards St.
Louis.
May 31 - We continued our journey down the river.
June 1 - We reached St. Louis today at 10 in the morning.
June 2 - We waited here the whole day. Because the emigrants had
not arrived, we asked Mr. Wild of this town to take on their supervision, to
let us know their arrival, and to take care of their provisional lodging.
June 3 - This afternoon we went by postal coach to Warrenton,
journeying through Cattleville, Plantersburg and Pauldingville, and we
arrived at Warrenton at 10 in the morning. From here we continued our
journey on foot to Jones' s inn.

The original printing listed this entry as May 23, but that likely was a typographical error.
The original printing read Smith and Weaver, but the firm's name actually was Smith and
Webber.
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June 5 - We continued to travel on foot through Danville, the county
seat of Montgomery County, to Williamsburg in Callaway County.
June 6 - This morning we left the main road and turned towards the
town of Mexico, the county seat of Audrain County. We had arrived here
on foot from Warrenton.
June 7 - Here we hired a horse team to take us to the village of Florida
in Monroe County; from there we traveled again on foot to the house of a
farmer at the Indian Creek.
June 8 - We traveled on foot through Indian Creek to the town of
Palmyra.
June 9 - We spent some time at the Land Office. The greatest part of
land in this district has been entered. Towards evening we went to Marion
City, at the banks of the Mississippi River. The distance from St. Louis to
St. Charles, 20 miles - St. Charles to Warrenton, 40 miles - Warrenton to
Danville, 24 miles - Danville to Williamsburg, 10 miles - Williamsburg
to Mexico, 24 miles - Mexico to Florida, 24 miles - Florida to Indian
Creek, 8 miles - Indian Creek to Palmyra, 24 miles - Palmyra to Marion
City, 7 miles. Total distance from St. Louis to Marion City was 181 miles.
June 10 - This morning at 10 o'clock we took the steamboat Vernon
to Keokuk in Iowa Territory, where we arrived at 7 in the evening.
June 11 - This morning we rented a carriage, passed through
Prairieville and Charleston to Winchester in this region.
June 12 - We continued our journey on our carriage through
Birmingham to Fairfield; here we spent some time at the Land Office, and
then we traveled on foot to a farmhouse near the Skunk River.
June 13 - We traveled on foot to Mt. Pleasant, the county seat of
Henry County; from here we went northward through a prairie, 15 miles
long, to the house of a farmer at Lang Creek.
We stayed here overnight and then continued our journey in the
morning over the Iowa River, Columbus City to Bloomington on the
Mississippi. From there we traveled to Galena in Illinois, a town of
considerable size, in the midst of the lead district on the Fever River and
the start of the steamboat navigation. The environs are very hilly. By now
we had traveled through several states and seen large lands; nowhere
could we reach a decision to purchase, either because forest or water was
missing, the site was not healthy, or the still not entered land in one
complex was not large enough to satisfy our needs, and so we traveled on
to the Wisconsin Territory to Mineral Point whereby we passed through
Platteville and Belmont and reached the former town on July 16. We went
to the Land Office and found truly that here something was to be done for
us; yet since we believed that according to a letter from Mr. Blumer we
would meet the emigrants in Milwaukee, we traveled to there, yet did not
find the people; however again a letter from Mr. Blumer, according to
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5

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 41 [2005], No. 2, Art. 5

66

Review

[June

which he believed that he could employ the people for some time in Como
with his friends Webber and Smith, who were building a flour- and
sawmill. We also found at the Land Office that the land was not suited for
our emigrants, wherefore we left Milwaukee on June 24 and traveled via
Troy, Sugar Creek to Exeter in Green County. Here we finally found in
the Fourth Township, Range 7 east of the fourth main meridian, a
significant expanse of land that seemed suitable for our project. After we
had made several unfortunately futile excursions for the inspection of land
and also because of the receiving of the emigrants to Como, we finally
returned via Galena and Shullsburg to Mineral Point, where we met Mr.
Theodor Rodolph, who received us in friendship and recommended we
inspect a strip of land along Mineral Creek. On this excursion we had to
pass the night twice in the open field.
On July 15 we came to the town Helena on the Wisconsin River.
Since we also were not pleased with this land we returned to Mineral Point
and then, on July 17, purchased 1,200 acres of the land near Exeter in
Green County, the same land which we had inspected on June 27, further
purchased the necessary food and tools with which we immediately
returned to the land of the [Glarus Emigration] Society and began to
construct cabins.
While Messrs. Dtirst and Streiff devoted themselves to these tasks, I
once more went to Como; but I found there neither the emigrants nor
letters and traveled, after I had taken care of some correspondence, back to
the settlement which we had named New Glarus and which shall be
further described by means of a sketch.
On July 1491 I arrived in New Glarus, and since the land surveyor had
also arrived, and Messrs. Dtirst and Streiff, besides Mr. Friedrich Rodolph
(brother of the previously mentioned Mr. Theodor Rodolph) had erected
two provisional buildings and had also hauled some building timber, we
began with the survey which we continued to the 30th.
After we had also opened a road from New Glarus to Green's Prairie
and had produced the plan and field notes, I took leave of Messrs. Dtirst
and Streiff and returned on Aug. 6 to my homeland.

This date is out of sequence and must be an error, since it would be before the colony land
was purchased. According to Nildaus Diirst's memorandum book, p. 10, Frey returned on
July 22.
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Joshua Frey made this German-language map for the
Emigration Society after he returned to Pennsylvania. It
probably was based in part on a township map obtained
earlier. In addition to showing the colony land purchase, he
noted (with color tinting) the location of prairie lands,
woodlands, and wetlands. Federal law required proceeds
from the sale or lease of land in Section 16 of every
township to go to the state (or territorial) school fund, which
is why it was labeled "school section." The "green prairie"
land at the upper left extended well into the Town of York
to the west, but should not be confused with the settlement
of "Greene's Prairie" which was directly west of Section 18.
While the Little Sugar River (Sugar Fluss) retains its name,
the streams Frey listed as New Glarus Bach and Slid Sugar
Fluss became known as Legler Valley Creek and Hefty
Creek. (Gemeindearchiv Schwanden [Dorfmuseum
Schwanden im Pulverturm])
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